

Pronunciation Tutoring Reflections
Assignment Description

In the pronunciation tutoring project, you will diagnose the pronunciation of an English learner, plan and prepare teaching materials, and teach four 50-60 minute sessions over four weeks. After each tutoring, prepare a report/reflection of the tutoring to turn in. It should include the following items.

1. A description of how the tutoring proceeded. 
a. What happened? 
b. What order did you teach the items in and why? 
c. What did you notice about the tutee’s performance in perception and production?

The lesson went on nicely and as planned. As usual, we started talking about general things and I was paying attention to her speech in terms of how she is using our targets. I noticed that she still has certain problems when it comes to the /th/ sound but mostly her errors comprise substituting /th/ with /s/ when it appears at the end of the word. We had a long stretch between the previous session and this one and I believe she stopped paying attention to the correct pronunciation. Due to our schedules overlapping and the circumstances we couldn’t meet for two weeks. I would note that as negative and as for the future, it is good to know that when teaching pronunciation (at least the short term teaching like this one) should not include long breaks between the lessons because the students start to relax and lose track.
The items were taught in the same order as the previous classes to keep the continuum. I started with a revision of the following sounds (ɛ/- /ey/-/ɪ/).  I used some pictures to elicit the words from her without reading and she produced the words correctly. Furthermore I took one exercises from the diagnostic where she mixed up these sounds with notes only for me (her copy did not have notes, but only the words) of the sounds she mixed up. I found out that she has overcome most of the difficulties she had before, and the only problems she has around these sounds is that she makes the /ɛ/ a little bit longer or she uses her ‘go-to’ vowel /æ/ so I explained the differences in production and corrected her production accordingly. 
As for the / θ/ sound, I had an exercise with minimal pairs of all three mixed sounds / θ/, /t/ and /s/. What I noticed is that when she pays attention and tries to produce the sounds carefully she is successful. She only struggles when / θ/ is at the end of the word. I also included more interactive, communicative and guided exercises in this lesson plan for all three targets which she seemed to enjoyed.
Last but not least, we revised stress patterns and introduced the topic of reduced vowels. Her reaction was that this is a moment of enlightenment and she finally realizes why she doesn’t understand American people when they speak. The exercises were very interesting and delightful and I had the feeling that she really enjoyed that part of the lesson. I asked  her if she has any questions on any matter and she replied that she understands the last target bus she would not be able to integrate it in her speech yet because she doesn’t feel that she is at that stage yet. I encouraged her and explained that once she becomes aware of the connected speech and reduced vowels, she will start paying more attention to native speakers’ speech and gradually it will become part of her speech as well.


2. A reflection and analysis of your own performance as a teacher.
a. What went well?
b. What did not go so well? Were they any exercises that didn’t work? Why?
c. What surprised you?
d. Were there things you did that you would change for next time? Explain what they were and why you would change them.

Generally, I am very satisfied with this lesson. I can see that I getting better with time management and the usefulness of the exercises. My tutee feels comfortable and she is starting to speak more and more with me on general topics, which is great for our communication and great for her to practice her English fluency, first of all. I have the feeling that I should have added more controlled exercises to provide more exposure of the sounds. I had the feeling that this lesson was more focused on her production, rather than ear training. In fact, that is what she requested and I wanted to see how it will go. It wasn’t bad, I gave feedback, but still, maybe it’s better to give a little more exposure before I go on with production and feedback.

3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Any questions that you would like us to address.

As mentioned above, I noticed that she inserts her ‘go to’ vowel instead of /ɛ/. Should I integrate exercises for the distinction between these vowels, or that would confuse her even more?

4. Include your lesson plan for the week and the exercises you used. You may make comments on the exercises if it helps your analysis, or you may integrate your analysis, reflections, and exercises all together.

Remember, it is important to describe fully, but it is equally important to reflect and analyze your own performance as a teacher. 


WEEK THREE (ɛ/- /ey/-/ɪ/)

Review
1. Great exercise, she produced the words without reading which allowed me to see that can produce the (ɛ/- /ey/-/ɪ/) sounds generally in a good way.
2. Find the /ey/ words in a picture 
[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]


  2.  Circle the word you hear (I read first and then she reads) This is an exercise from the diagnostics and I took notes of the vowels she produced incorrectly then, and compared to her progress now. Great progress!

/ɪ/ - /ɛ/
bid-----bed
miss /ɛ/----mess /æ/
lit  /ɛ/-----let
lift—left
/iy/ - /ɪ/
beat----bit /ɛ/
leap-/ɛ/ ---lip 
/ey/ - /ɛ/ 
late----let
mate /ɛ/----met /ɪ/
laid /ɛ/----led


Production
  1.  Same/different My point with this exercise was too see if she can produce both sounds interchangeably and my answer is positive, even though she sometimes uses /æ/ 
  [image: ]
[image: ]
  2.  Word1/Word2 Interesting exercise, it was not difficult for her, she filled in the gaps and read the sentences, again, the same problem appears on some places when it comes to producing the vowel /ɛ/


[image: ]
  

3.  Reading We read the dialogue, so I could see if she can use the sounds in larger context, good exercise! I took notes of some of her flaws and gave her feedback
[image: ]
  4.  Appropriate response I planned this as a guided/communicative exercise, and she gave me good longer responses which allowed her to use the target sounds
[image: ]



WEEK THREE /θ/ - /s/

Agata Guskaroska		Lesson 3

Ear Training I was planning to read the words first to expose her to the sounds, but she preferred that she reads first and I give her feedback on her errors. That worked well, but I still think I should have read the words first
1. Distinguishing /θ/ - /s/ - /t/

2. thank	tank
3. theme	team
4. thin	tin
5. thinker	tinker
6. thought	taught
7. both	boat
8. thank	sank
9. thigh	sigh
10. thimble	symbol
11. thin	sin
12. think	sink
13. thinker	sinker
14. thought	sought
15. thumb	sum
16. thick	sick
17. unthinkable	unsinkable
18. faith	face
19. fourth	force
20. math	mass
21. moth	moss
22. mouth	mouse
23. north	Norse


Production
  1.  Repeat words with /th/
  2.  Dialogue reading Fun and interesting exercise for using the sounds in larger context.[image: ][image: ]

  3.  Role Play Good communicative exercise, we had a short conversation and it was good for practicing the sound. After all the exercises I concluded that it gets better as we move on with exercises but she’s still struggling with producing the sound when it comes at the end. I put the emphasis on it because she’s not able to pronounce the sound in that environment no matter how hard she tries. Next class, I will try to work on that a little bit more.
[image: ]

WEEK THREE (Full Phrase Rhythm)

Ear Training and Review 
[image: ]
2. Identify the stress pattern  This section tests phrase rhythm.  Listen for the reduced vowels in the underlined words.  Pay attention to the underlined words, they use a reduced vowel.  An exercise from the diagnostics to check if she’s having any progress, and she does have some progress in terms of stressing the content words, but she doesn’t reduce the function words

1. Do you like bread and butter?
  2. I tried out for the team.
3. Have you been to New York?
  4. I had to either stay or go.
3. 
5. I used to work on a farm.
  6. Have you ever flown on a plane?
  7. He said that he can be there.
  8. I used to drive everywhere in a truck. 


Production
  1.  Riddles
  Fun and interesting exercise. I read the riddles first as a model and she tried to pronounce them correctly. I must say she was struggling with it because she’s not very fluent and this was a problem for her. 
[image: ]

We took a look at the table and I read and compared the way learners of English speak at the beginning, careful good pronunciation of words and the actual way American people speak. She enjoyed the exercise and said that this is very useful for her
[image: ]  
3.  Reading I had planned for a communicative exercise here but we ran out of time. Anyway, it wasn’t that important because we covered everything that I planned. At the end I asked if she has any comments or questions and she commented on the last exercises. She said it’s an amazing thing for her to be aware of this feature and it will be very helpful in perception of American speech, but stated that it seems to difficult for her to produce the reduced vowels and the connected speech.
[image: ]
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Sentence Completion | e/
I

1. Repeat 2. Use these words. Complete sentences. |

check Ex. You write with a pencil.

yellow Ayear has months.

west Atooth doctor is a

less A very large animal is an .

dress A is a kind of clothes for women.

dead The color of a banana is

|dentist The opposite of more is _

|pencil A person who's not living is .

twelve a To get money, write a . /7

elephant B If you want to know something, you aska g

question |

bell
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DIET ADVICE

Directions: This is a conversation between a doctor and an
overweight woman. I will be the doctor and you will
be the woman, and then vice versa.

Doctor: Good morning, maam. What can 1 do for you?

Woman: Well, as you can see, I am not happy with my weight. I
have tried every method to lose weight but nothing works.

Doctor: So. Tell me what you tried?

Woman: Well, I went jogging every morning, and I went swimming
every weekend. I exercised a lot. However, I lost no
weight.

Doctor: Exercises are very helpful to lose weight. But, you
need to watch your food, besides. What did you eat for
breakfast this morning?

Woman: Two oranges, three fried eggs and five thick sausages. And
I drank two cups of coffee and three glasses of milk.

Doctor: It seems to me that you eat too much.
Woman: So, what do you suggest for breakfast?

Doctor: A cup of lemon juice and fresh vegetable salad would be
enough.

Woman: ALl right, I will watch my meals. Hopefully, I can lose
‘twenty pounds before Thanksgiving so that I can eat a lot
of turkey sandwiches on Thanksgiving.
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Question and Answer Week 2 e/ production
Communicative Activity

Dirsctions: We have just met at the cafeteria sarly one morning nd
stanted talking. You want to get to know me better so
Jou ask these questionz. 1'11 answer truthfully.

1. uhat is your address?

What’z your telephone number?

Uhat do you usually eat for breakiast?

4. what ad¥ike to do when the weather is nice?

5. Uhat Kingd of entertainment do you enjoy?

4 Do you like to sxerciss?

7. Unat Kinds of exercise do you enjoy most?

5. Unat pets do you own?
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Split Dialogue B
181

Directions:  Read the following dialogue. Say the sentence that matches what speaker A says.

A
B: - Thanks. I think I will
- Id like to, but I don’t think T can.
A:
B: - OK. Tl be there between 2:30 and 3:00.
- T have something else I need to do at 3:00.
A:
B -Ohyesitis! Thavea math assignment due tomorrow morning, and I have tests in b

afternoon classes.

-1 guess you're right. I'll see you at three.
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Directions: ~ Read the following dialogue. Begin the dialogue. Then say the sentence that
matches what speaker B says.

A: We're going to a movie at the Thunderbird Theater today at 3:00. Why don’t you come
with us?

A - Why not?

- That's good. We'll meet you outside at 3.

A: - See you then, I think the movie will be great.

-.Oh, come on! Nothing is that important.
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Role Play

You are an undergraduate student. You are very interested the
following three courses, but they have time conflict. You were
thinking over and over what you should choose last might, but you
have not decided yet. You have to decide by Thursday So
you decided to see your academic advisor, Dr. Smith, to ask her
advice.

Anthropology 103 (Introduction to cultural anthropology)
theme of the course: English variety in North America

Tuesday, Thursday — 3:00-4:30

Mathematics 133 (New theory end method of mathematics)
Tuesday, Thursday — 3:00-4:30

Health Studies 113 (Introduction to public health)
Tuesday, Thursday — 2:30-4:00
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FIDDLES

‘What's round like 31 3pple,
‘Shaped like 2 pear,

‘With a slitjn the middle,

All covered with hair? (A peach)

Round a5 an apple, flat 33 2 hip,
Got two_eyes and can't seg a bit? (A button)

‘Walk on the living, they don’t gven mumble,
Walk on the dead, they grumble and grumble. (Leaves)

Comes jn 3t gvery window,
And every door crack,

Runs around and round the house,

But mever leaves  track. (The wind)

Brothers and sisters have J none,
But that man’s father was my father's son. (Man looking at picture of his son)
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Careful (Slow) Pronunciation

Tony: I don’t know what classes to take
next semester.

Lisa: Well, what are you thinking of
taking?

Tony: 1don't know. The problem is
that I'm going to be working
afternoons.

Lisa: Are you going to be working all
semester?

Tony: 1 don't know right now.
Lisz: What do you want to do when
you finish school?

Tony: That's another problem. I don’t
know.

Note: The asterisks (*) indicate reduced forms.

Relaxed (Fast) Pronunciation

Tony: I *donno what classes *a take
next semester.

Lisa: - Well, *whaddaya *thinkin’ *a
*takin'?

Tony: I *donno. The problem is that I'm
*gonna be *workin’ afternoons.

Lisa: Are *ya *gonna be *workin’ all
semester?

Tony: I *donno right now,

Lisa: *Whaddaya *wanna do when *ya
finish school?

Tony: That’s another problem. I *donno.
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Reading

Read the following parsgraph.

Jim is very good at many sports. He can run fast and he can play baseball and

basketball. He can also play soccer very well. He can play almost any sport with a ball. Fe.
also can do many other things. He can dance and he can also cook. He wants to leam to swim.
Right now he can't swim very well.

Questions

1
2
3

‘What sports can Jim play well?

‘What else can he do?

‘What other sport do you think Jim can do?
Football, Karate, o Mountain climbing

‘What sport can Jim not do?
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